Gnoo Blas Weekend Pt I
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Another marvellous weekend spent in
the Central West with five cars travelling
from Sydney, one from Kempsey and one
from Campbelltown to meet up with our
fellow members from the Central West. As
usual there was some great experiences
and some not so great. We will save the not
so great till the end.
No formal arrangements were made
to meet up and drive to Orange together,
but being regular creatures of habit, David,
Brian and Bob ended up uniting at the
Glenbrook Information site. Terry caught up
with us at the usual Lithgow staging point
whilst Les had departed a couple of days
earlier to stay at Dubbo for a few days. The
usual lunch stop at Lucknow was the
meeting point with Col, who of course
travels a different route over the mountains.
Mid afternoon saw us arrive in
Orange eventually (more on this shortly),
where we parted company and made our
way to our individual accommodations.
Local member Don Gorton was our contact
in Orange and he had previously arranged
for the courtesy bus from the Sports Club to
pick up those of us who were staying in
town and take us to the club for dinner. A
most enjoyable dinner was had by all. If

you go there, make sure you go with an
empty tummy because they will certainly fill
it for you.
Next morning saw us assemble at the
Sir Jack Brabham Park nice and early to
prepare 11 gleaming Morries for viewing by
the public and to set up the gazebos. Once
organised, and we were happy with our set
up, it was off for a walk
around this very big display
to view all the various
makes and models of both
modern, vintage and
veteran cars, along with a
great display of motor-bikes
and trucks.
Several hundred machines
of all shapes, sizes and
age were on display, each
one of them doing their
owners proud and, to make
things even better, the
weather was absolutely
marvellous.

There were two absolute highlights on
the day for us. The first was when veteran
racing driver Kevin Bartlett visited the club
display and had his photo taken with the
group.
Many will remember that Kevin
started his illustrious career on the Gnoo
Blas track, racing a Morris Minor.
The
second highlight came at 2 o’clock when
they did the presentation of prizes and the
Morris Minor Club of NSW was awarded
the Best Club Display. On behalf of the
club, the award was accepted by John
Ballard as our Central West Regional Coordinator.
That evening saw us assemble at
the local Ex-Services’ Club for dinner. The
room was full to capacity with noted racing
personnel recalling events (prompted by
an interviewer) of their racing careers. This
year marked the 60th Anniversary of the
first race at Gnoo Blas. It was a very
satisfying evening.

The Gnoo Blas Club organises a run
on the Sunday followed by a picnic lunch in
the park. On this occasion, we bailed out of
the event as John Ballard had organised a
tour at a local vineyard followed by a fingerfood lunch. The tour was extremely
interesting and opened up a few eyes as to
what it takes to run a vineyard and the
problems which can cause a total failure of
the crop. There were certainly no complaints
about the platters of food which were
brought out for lunch and everybody
departed happy after consuming some
excellent fare accompanied by some very
tasty wines.
So much for the good news… now for
the not-so-good. Bob was plagued all weekend by an engine problem with his car,
which two weeks later has still not been
identified. Rough running, mis-firing and
lack of power are the symptoms with
various indications of both fuel and ignition
problems being the cause. Luckily, it didn’t
stop him from getting around in it at the

early hours of the morning, courtesy of an
NRMA towing contractor. Stuart was then
able to borrow his father’s car, and he and
Ann made their way to Orange where they
arrived mid-morning. The cause?A hairline
crack in the radiator tank which was so fine
that the water was coming out in an invisible
mist!
For those of you who haven’t had a
Gnoo Blas weekend, you should try it. It’s
an extremely enjoyable weekend and one I
wouldn‘t miss in our annual calendar of
events.
Star of the show

weekend or getting home, albeit a bit
slower than normal.
Compared to Stuart and Ann’s
problems, Bob’s were a ‘minor' concern.
Stuart and Ann couldn’t leave Sydney
until after lunch Friday, and then without
the Morrie, as it was in the care of
Stuart’s son for electrical repairs. So, off
they started in their ever-reliable ute, only
to get as far as the Blue Mountains before
an overheating problem brought them to
a standstill. It is totally impossible to tell
this story without filling the magazine, so
if you can get Stuart aside for 2 or 3
hours, he will tell you all about it - just
make sure you have a couple of fresh
hankies available.
Suffice to say they
eventually arrived back in Sydney in the

Bob Gilliland

It wasn’t all car shows - dinner (above) and
morning tea at Lake Canobolas (below)

Gnoo Blas Classic
Pt II
This year the Gnoo Blas
Classic
was
commemorating the 60th
anniversary of the inaugural
Australian Touring Car
Championship which was
held at the Gnoo Blas
circuit in Feb 1960. That
race attracted some 50
drivers and 15 different
makes.
Several of the
drivers who competed were
invited as special guests to
this year’s event.

Pinot Gris grapes - not too bad given
the drought conditions they are still in!

Heifer Station Wines great marketing!

The line-up at Heifer Station

I came down from Dubbo where I had
been visiting family for a few days, arriving
on the Friday evening in time for dinner with
our group at the Waratah Sports Club in
Orange. At the dinner were locals Don,
Wendy & Lucy Gorton, Brian & Deb Condon
and their granddaughters, David Nunn, Bob
Gilliland, and Colin & Rhonda from the midnorth coast.
We were missing Ann & Stuart who,
having not fully sorted the wiring and relay
problems on their Morrie, set out in Stuart’s
ute only for it to break down at Katoomba
and had to be towed back home. However,
they did join us on the Saturday, coming up
in Stuart’s father’s modern.
Rain had threatened on the Saturday
morning for the big display day at Jack
Brabham Park, but it passed us by and it
turned out to be a beautiful day. We had 11
Morris Minors lined up progressively, one of
our best efforts yet at the Gnoo Blas

Classic.
As well as those of the Friday dinner
folk, we had the Morries of locals Rob Keen
and John Hepburn, Michael & Cheryn
Johnson from Molong, Craig Vallance from
Bathurst, and of course John & Sue Ballard
from Dubbo. The cars made a very
impressive display in a broad arc, with our
gazebos set up behind.
There was a huge turnout overall,
with the total number of 700 cars this year
being the most ever at Gnoo Blas. The
range of makes and models and the quality
of the restorations and modifications of the
cars was absolutely impressive. And it was
noticeable this year that there were less
cars on ‘H’ plates that should be on ‘D’
plates, so the authorities’ crackdowns seem
to be having an effect.
Two highlights of the day were:
having a group photo taken with Kevin
Bartlett (‘KB’), who started his racing career

Other classics at Gnoo Blas

in 1958 in a Morris Minor and raced it at
Gnoo Blas 60 years ago; and our Club
winning the Best Club Display trophy yet
again.
That night, ten of us attended the
excellent dinner where guest speakers,
including Kevin Bartlett, DJR Penske
Mustang driver Tony D’Alberto, former V8
Team Owner Garry Rogers, and former
HSV and HRT boss John Crennan, all
provided entertaining accounts. In addition,
we were all given a reproduction of the
Official Programme of the 1960 Gnoo Blas
Championship race meeting. This all made
for an enjoyable and interesting evening.
On the Sunday morning we met up at
Cook Park in Orange for a local run in
convoy around the Orange district which
Brian organised, with morning tea at Lake
Canobolas. From there we drove to the
Heifer Station winery for a guided tour and
lunch. The winery has a Morrie ute out the
front as part of their advertising.

Some of us stayed in Orange overnight, meeting up again the next morning for
coffee before heading homeward. We were
delighted to see that the local newspaper
had extensive coverage of the weekend’s
event, with Morris Minors featuring in
photos, and Michael & Cheryn Johnson’s
green ute, with Yoda, right there on the front
page!
Les Whale
Sue and John Ballard receive the
trophy (left); Central West Region’s
success in recent years (below)

