
From The Central West 

 Autumn has arrived and it does seem 
early to me, though the tractors are in the 
paddocks and the ground is being prepared 
for winter crops.  It may seem strange but 
we could do with some rain at the moment. 
 In the country we are experiencing lots 
of grass fires and many are caused by 
driving a car into long grass with a hot 
exhaust, so be careful pulling off the 
road please. 

Gnoo Blas Classic, Orange    This 
premier event has come and gone again 
for this year and what a turnout, a record 
number of cars I think, over 800 
certainly, more than you could view in 
the day. We were down on Morrie 
numbers but gave a good display and 
came away with 1st prize for Graeme’s 
van (what, again?) a well deserved win.  
 On Sunday morning Don and 
Wendy Gorton provided (thank you!) a 
BBQ breakfast for those who stayed in 
Orange, then we made a slow trip to the 
historic village of Millthorpe for a look 
around and lunch at the local hotel in the 
open beer garden.  A pleasant easy day. 

Wellington Vintage Fair Friday evening 
was the now traditional BBQ and we also 
managed a game of Klop (aka Finska) 
before the sunset.  Good to see some new 
members there but numbers were down 
owing to the upcoming Rally and other 
commitments.       
 We starred again in the street parade, 
then made a long journey to Quentin Park 
Alpaca Farm for lunch and an experience. 
What fun we had feeding and learning about 
the alpacas, which are part of the camel 
family.  Our host Amy was very generous 
letting us bring our cars right in, and letting 
the alpacas out (enticed by food) so we 
could get some great photos. The meal and 
experience was great value. 
 Sunday we put on a good show at 
Wellington Vintage Fair and had a lot of 
interested spectators again, a hot day so 

the gazebos bought up by David Bursill 
were very welcome. 

Cars & Coffee I managed to get to the 
February event and once again plenty of 
cars, with two Morris Minors, non members 
but I am working on it.  I particularly liked 
the original Mini Cooper S, nothing had 
been replaced or restored, and a Thames 
Van (nee Prefect).  

National Rally  For those going we will be 
on the road soon and I hope we all go well. 
Looks like an impressive few days of fun 
and friendship.  See you at Junee. 

Members’ Cars   John Ballard (or should I 
say members’ problems?).  My trip to 
Orange in the Ute went well till Sunday 
morning when the oil lights flicked on/off a 
few times.  A couple of litres of oil went in 
and I noticed a slight leak around the oil 
filter base, the screw-on type.  By the time I 
reached Millthorpe I was leaving a trail, so 
we purchased a 5 litre drum in Orange for 
our trip home.  The result was we used 14 
litres of petrol for the 200 km trip home and 
9 litres of oil.  It is now repaired. 
 Denis Woodford was having fuel pump 
problems at Wellington and had to pull out 
of the parade when the car stopped.  This 
new style pump ran continuously so got hot 
and stopped, unfortunately the next time 

Good crowds at C&C, Dubbo.



was in the middle of the main bridge across 
the Macquarie at Dubbo and it is only one 
lane each way.  Once they were going again 
we moved them to the front on the 40 klm 
run to lunch. All went well till Denis got into 
Dubbo traffic again and the car stopped, 
fortunately close to my place and we were 
able to get it to my shed and fit an old SU 
pump I carried a spare.  Almost home and it 
stopped again in Orange but this time it was 
a stuck needle and seat.  Knowing Denis it 
is probably repaired and running well by 
now. 

www.visitmudgeeregion.com.au 

Cheers  
John Ballard 
(H) 6882 7753    
(M) 0418638036 
dubbo@morrisminornsw.org.au

Beautiful original Mini Cooper S

Thames Van

Please note: 

Mudgee Weekend September October 
Fri 13, Sat 14, Sun 15, Mon 16 

 All British Day has been confirmed 
for Sunday 17th September which was 
when our Mudgee weekend was 
scheduled, so our Mudgee weekend has 
been changed to 13-15 October instead. 
 I have changed the Mudgee date 
to 13-16 October but it is imperative that 
anyone interested makes a booking 
ASAP as October is their busy month. 
 I have arranged a small discount, 
but cabins are disappearing daily, even 
this early. 

Mudgee Tourist Park, Lions Drive 
Mudgee  
Ph: 63721090 
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