
The Ray Selby Story 
 Mention the word ‘Selby’ to anyone 
with even a moderate interest in cars and 
you will probably get the s-word in the reply: 
suspension.  For over six decades the name 
Se lby has been synonymous w i th 
suspension expertise, with countless race 
wins and several Bathurst victories.   
 Ray Selby, MMCCNSW member 
number 765, has been part of the club for 
over 25 years and has been a sponsor of 
the club for much of that time.  Here is his 
story.         
 Born in Newtown, Sydney, in 1940, 
along with identical twin brother Don, the 
Selby family lived there for 5-6 years, before 
moving to Riverwood (or Herne Bay, an ex-
Army camp, as it was known then).  Ray 
and Don attended Herne Bay Public School, 
then onto Tempe High School.    
 When he was 14 years old, a Maths 
teacher by the name of Mr Jack Spragen 
said “Ray, when you’re ready to leave 
school, I’ve got a job lined up for you at 
Allan Heasman’s a suspension business.”  
When Ray turned 15, left school and started 
work immediately at Heasman’s, which was 
located in an old tram depot on Railway Pde 
at Sydenham.        
 “They had some quite prehistoric ways 
of doing wheel balancing and alignments” 
admitted Ray, who always had the ambition 
of starting his own suspension business.  So 
after 8 years at AJ Heasman’s, in late 1962 

at age 23, Ray and his older brother Laurie 
star ted the now-now-famous Selby 
Suspension business at the Kogarah Tyre 
Service premises.       
 “I’d been collecting things I needed for 
years” said Ray.  “We had an old FJ ute, 
jacks, stands, tools for wheel alignments 
and front ends, all the gear we needed to 
start the business.”  Ray also attracted a 
nickname, ‘Doctor ’ , because of his 
knowledge of suspensions and front ends.  
 During this time, Ray, now aged 25, 
married Sandra and started a family.  Soon 
after, Kogarah Tyre Services sold out to be 
redeveloped into a home unit block, so 
Selby’s Suspension moved to the corner of 
Ocean St and Railway Pde, Kogarah, which 
was part of Shell petrol station, and a Repco 
on the opposite corner.  It was here that 
Selby’s became the official distributor for 
Armstrong Racing Shocks, which gave its 
name to the Armstrong 500 in 1960 at Phillip 
Island, and still known as the Armstrong 500 
with the move to Bathurst in 1963.    
 It was at the Ocean St/Railway Pde 
address where Don, who specialised on 
sway bars, joined the business, and he 
stayed ever since.  Along with another Don 
(Don Holland, who restored Austin-Healeys 
and Minis), business started to boom, 
especially the racing side, culminating in 
Selby’s Suspension’s first Bathurst win 
(‘Gallagher 500’) in 1966 with a Mini Cooper 
S, the race famous as the only Bathurst (or 

Phillip Island) event where the first nine 
places were the same make.    
  From Kogarah, Ray and the Selby 
business moved to Planthurst Rd, 
Carlton, where they inhabited two 
places, the first a smaller one, then into 
a larger premise, where the business 
employed about 50 people (mostly Selby 
family members) and sold thousands of 
parts.         
  “At Bathurst time, we did about 
75% of all the cars on the grid in the late 
1980s.  We had a dozen race cars lined 
up down the street, waiting for us to ‘fix’ 
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them.  In 1974 John Goss achieved our 
biggest win while we were at Planthurst 
Rd, in a Ford XA Falcon GT Hardtop” said 
a quite proud Ray Selby.  “We even did a 
Peter Brock car while Brock was at Holden 
and the Police highway patrol cars.”   
 “On some of the race cars, we didn’t 
want any secrets to get out,” admitted 
Ray.  “Don and I would wait till all the 
employees had gone home, then the two 
of us would work on the cars for hours.  
The Minis were our biggest successes in 
those days.”        
 Ray loves to talk about the good old 
days.  “I thought the Toby Lee Series was 
racing at its best.  We’d get to the track 
well beforehand to get the car properly 
sorted out.  Don still has a lap record at 
Warwick Farm.  We used a big Pontiac 
Stra ight 8 to tow the race cars, 
everywhere from Sydney to Albury to 
Winton in Victoria.”      
 “Selby’s was one of the big three for 
suspension work - Selby’s, K-Mac and 
Pedders were the places you took your 
race car or street car if you wanted the 
best job” said Ray.  “We sold out in the 
early 1990s to a business that used the 
‘Selby’s Steering and Suspension’ name 
to start franchise businesses.  My son, 
Greg, kept the family connection with 
Greg Selby’s Roadholder Suspension at 
Taren Point.”        
 After Ray and Sandra were married, 
they lived at Sandra’s family home for 6 
months, then moved into a home that 
Sandra’s father built at Engadine.  After 5 
years they moved to Kirrawee, where they 
lived for 24 years.       
 On April 19, 2000, Ray and Sandra 
moved to Berrima in the Southern 
Highlands to a property on 116 acres, 8km 
out of Berrima, then a few years later to 
their current address in Berrima Drive.  
 So, what started the connection with 
Morris Minors?  “In the early days, when I 
was 17 years old, there was a car dealer 
at the front of the Heasman building, with 

a 1951 grey MM side valve; I liked it so I 
bought it.  I owned it for 3 or 4 years, then 
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bought a convertible off a mate, another 
1951 model.”        
 “I’ve owned a large number of cars 
over the years - Holdens, Fords, Chevs, 
Standards, MG TDs, Pontiac, Mazda, 
Toyota, Vanguard, Mitsubishi, Minis, and  
Morris Minors.  But at my daughter’s 
wedding in England, I saw a 
line-up of Morries and said ‘I’ve 
got to get another one of 
those’.”      
"I bought a convertible kit in 
England, had it shipped to 
Australia, and made my red 
convertible, which was originally 
a black sedan with bright green 
trim which I bought in the late 
1990s.”      
 “I’ve been in the Morris 
Minor Car Club of NSW for over 
25 years.  I started the MMCC 
of Southern Highlands, which 
morphed into the Southern 
Tablelands Morris Minor Car 
Club, and have only just given 
up being the co-ordinator.”  For  

those who don’t know, Ray has been the 
backbone of the Southern Tablelands club 
for it’s entire existence, and is widely known 
for his expertise in organising outings, 
Christmas gatherings, and is famous for the 
Australia Day gathering at Berrima each 
year, helped by his loyal band of supporters. 
 Ray is one of those guys who just 
keeps on going.  “I’ve never stopped all my 
life, I wouldn’t know what to do” he admitted.  
“I still recondition the lever arm units and do 
a bit of work on cars for customers.”   
 One of Ray’s more recent contribution 
to the MMCCNSW was to work on the 
whole suspension of Jim Bowen’s racing 
Minor, including rebuilding the entire 
suspension; resetting the springs, extra leaf 
springs, rebuilding the telescopic shocks, 
new sway bars, increasing negative camber 
- the lot.  According to reliable sources, the 
car now ‘handles like a Ferrari’, and has 
been responsible for a 7 second reduction 
in lap times at the Pheasant Wood Circuit.  
 The Selby name is still out there of 
course.  Ray’s nephew (Don’s son) Todd 
runs Todd Selby’s Signature Sway Bars at 
South Nowra, and there’s several of us in 
the club who can vouch for his quality of 
materials, workmanship and service.   
 A quick check on the internet will show 

“I’ve never stopped all my life, 
 I wouldn’t know what to do”



that the Selby name is still out there, with 
hundreds of suspension parts still carrying 
that famous name.      
 What is next for Ray Selby?  “Well, I’d 
like to be considered for life membership of 
the Morris Minor club.”  Given the work that 
Ray has put into the club over such a long 
time         
 Thank you, Ray Selby, for everything 
you have done for suspension in general, 
and for the Morris Minor Car Club of NSW 
in particular.


